
Japanese Area Studies  
This course can be enrolled in for up to two semesters and is for international students who 

wish to explore issues in Japanese society and culture with special focus on various but 

distinct aspects of northern mainland Japanese (Tohoku) region. The classes in this course 

are mainly offered in English (with some instructions / materials in Japanese) and open to 

any students regardless of Japanese language proficiency.  

 

The classes are classified into the two categories as shown below: 

1) Area Studies classes which explore subjects related to Japanese regional culture and 

society taught in English or with English language support. This includes research classes to 

engage in a research project designed by the students. Minimum of FOUR classes from 

Area Studies per term must be taken. See the list below.  

2) Optional courses which can be selected from: Japanese language of an appropriate level, 

Internships for international students, and regular fulltime courses offered by General 

Education or each Faculty. Minimum of THREE from the Optional must be taken regardless 

of category. 

 

List of the Area Studies classes 

 (Most of these classes are also open to the regular students to fulfill their general education 

credits.) 

 

 

Spring Semester 

The Crafts of the Tsugaru Region introduces the work of the craftspeople of the region. It 

offers students an opportunity to try their hand at some of these craft such as Jomon pottery, 

the aizome indigo dying, the Tsugaru-nuri lacquer-ware, the kogin embroidery and neputa-e 

(a distinct form of painting used for festival floats). 

 

Japanese War Literature considers how postwar fiction, comics and picture books portray 

WWII, and how the past is remembered in contemporary Japan.  

 

Anthropology of Japanese Social Structure offers an outline of Japanese society with a 

particular focus upon reciprocity in micro-social interactions. Reading selected chapters 

from The Chrysanthemum and Sword and documentary films are part of the material. 

 

Cultural Anthropology of Exhibitions offers visits to archaeological sites and other types 



of public display around Hirosaki with a particular focus upon how the materials are 

displayed (or not to be display) to the general public. Students are expected to deepen the 

knowledge about cultural significance of exhibitions to the contemporary life in this region. 

 

Cultural Anthropology of Communal Sustainability: Cultural Production of Food offers 

regional variety of food culture from various angles. How local agricultural produce are 

marketed in the region, cultural significance of food consumption, etc. will be examined with 

minor excursions.  

 

Individual Research in Qualitative Fieldwork is offered to the students who wish to 

explore their own research topic. Instructions in ethnographic field research will be given. 

Students should obtain permission of the course supervisor to enroll. 

 

 

Fall Semester 

Anthropology of Japanese Consumer Culture explores various aspects of contemporary 

culture such as anime, cosplay, cosmetics, culinary, communal rituals etc. with analyses 

given from cultural anthropology.  

 

Survey of the Modern Cultural History of Tsugaru takes students on a historical journey 

from feudal times to the present. Lectures which focus on the history, folk beliefs, music, 

literature and modernization of the Tsugaru region are interspersed with field trips which 

enable students to deepen understanding of the local life. 

 

Making Ethnography in Local Issues entails individual or group research project designed 

by the students. Students are expected to conduct ethnographic field researches of any 

desired topic around Aomori and produce an ethnographic material. 

 

Human Conditions: An Anthropological Perspective offers the life in Tsugaru and 

northern Japan from the angle of cultural anthropology. Kinship and family, cultural memory 

and identity, spiritual life, rural development and so forth are scheduled as subject. 

 

 

More 1 or 2 classes would be added on this list during Spring Semester. 


